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Canada: Facts for Kids 
Majestic mountains, frozen glaciers, beautiful cities and 
incredible wildlife – discover our fantastic facts about 

Canada! 
 

 
 

 
 In 2012 the population of Canada was around 35 million. 
 The capital city of Canada is Ottawa. 
 Major cities include Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, Edmonton and Calgary. 
 The 2 main languages spoken in Canada are English and French. 
 Canada is the second largest country in the world by total area (Russia is the largest). 
 Canada is made up of 10 provinces and 3 territories. 
 Canada features the longest coastline in the world, stretching 125,570 miles. 
 Canada shares the longest land border in the world with the United States, totaling 5,525 miles. 
 The Canadian Shield, a hilly region of lakes and swamps, stretches across northern Canada and has 

some of the oldest rocks on Earth. 
 The name Canada comes from the word ‘kanata’ which means ‘settlement’ or ‘village’ in the language 

of the indigenous St Lawrence Iroquoians. 
 The first people to come to Canada arrived between 15,000 and 30,000 years ago across a land 

bridge that joined Asia and North America. Around A.D. 1000, the Viking explorer Leif Eriksson 
reached Newfoundland, Canada. He tried to establish a settlement, but it didn’t last long. 

 The British monarch is the head of state of Canada. The monarch is represented by a governor-
general, who has very limited powers. Laws are made by Canada’s elected federal government, which 
includes a parliament and a prime minister. 

 Canada has over 30,000 lakes. Canada’s lakes and rivers contain about 20 percent of all fresh water 
on Earth, and are full of fish such as trout and salmon. 

 Winters can be very cold in Canada with temperatures dropping below −40 °F in some parts of the 
country. 

 In Canada’s far north lies the frozen Arctic. Here, ice, snow and glaciers dominate the 
landscape. Brrrrrr! Despite the cold, harsh climate, Native Canadians, called First Nations people, live 
in this region, where they hunt and fish for food. 

 Canada’s remote north and extensive forests are home to lots of wonderful wildlife, from bears, 
wolves, deer, mountain lions, beavers and bighorn sheep, to smaller animals such as raccoons, otters 
and rabbits. Even farther north, herds of reindeer and musk ox roam the cold, bare tundra. 

 Canada’s prairies (open grasslands) in the south are home to American buffalo and pronghorn 
antelope.  

 In the sprawling evergreen forests of northern Canada, moose and black bears are amongst the 
amazing animals that can be found. 

 Canada is rich in resources such as zinc, nickel, lead and gold. 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/russia.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/unitedstates.html
https://www.natgeokids.com/history/10-facts-about-the-vikings
https://www.natgeokids.com/places/ten-facts-about-the-arctic
https://www.natgeokids.com/science-and-nature/Glaciers
https://www.natgeokids.com/animals/Black-bear-facts
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/metals/gold.html
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 Canada has provided fish, furs and other natural resources to the world since the 1500s. Today, it is a 
world leader in agricultural production, telecommunications and energy technologies. The vast majority 
of Canada’s exports go to the United States. 

 The most popular sport in Canada is ice hockey. 
 Calgary hosted the 1988 Winter Olympics, Vancouver the 2010 Winter Olympics and Montreal the 

1976 Summer Olympics. 
 The maple leaf is a Canadian symbol and features prominently on the national flag. 

 

 

 


